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God. When certain weak disciples deserted Christ, being offended at his
doctrine concerning the wonderful mystery of the blessed eucharist, our
Saviour asked the twelve, " Will you also go away? " St Peter answered
resolutely, " Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal
life." As upon the testimony of his divine word, he readily assented to
the most sublime mysteries; so, by the most sweet and tender love, he
was desirous to keep continually in his holy company, and thought it was
to perish ever to be separated from him. In a transport of this same love,
he cried out when he beheld the transfiguration of our Saviour, u Lord,
it is good for us always to be here; ever to be with thee; and to have
our eyes fixed on the adorable object of thy glory." But this happiness
was first to be purchased by labours and great sufferings. When he heard
Christ foretell his barbarous death, this love moved him to persuade his
Master to preserve himself from those sufferings he told them he was to
undergo; for he did not then understand the advantages of the cross, nor
the mystery of our redemption by it. For this he was called by Christ,
Satan, or adversary; and that reprimand opened his eyes and was his cure.
Out of love he twice cast himself into the sea to meet Jesus; for his heart
melted at his sight and he had not patience to wait till the boat came up
to the shore. This happened once after his resurrection, as we shall see
in the sequel, but first long before, when the apostles were crossing the
lake and Jesus came from the shore, walking on the waves to them.
St Peter begged and obtained his leave to come on the waters to his divine
Master. When he had stept upon the waves, a sudden fear something
abated his confidence, and he began to sink: but Jesus held him up by
the hand.1 By his confidence in God we learn what we can do by the
divine assistance; and by his fear what we are of ourselves; also, that no
one receives from God the strength he stands in need of, but he who feels
that of himself he is entirely without strength, according to the reflection
of St Austin.3 St Peter, influenced by the same strong love, offered him-
self to all sorts of difficulties and dangers, and to undergo death itself for
his good Lord. Yet this zealous apostle, in punishment of a secret pre-
sumption, was permitted to fall, that we might learn with him more clearly
to discover our own weakness and fear the danger of pride. St Peter had
before given proofs of an exemplary humility* After the miraculous
draught of fishes, he cast himself at our Lord's feet, begging he would
depart from him, because he was a. sinful man; and when our blessed
Saviour offered to wash his feet at the last supper, he cried out in surprise
and humility, " Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Thou shalt not wash my
feet for ever." But being terrified by his threat that otherwise he should
have no part with him, he with fervour offered also his hands and his head
to be washed, if needful. In answer to which, Christ signified to him
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